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HCPA Responds to Updated CDC Guidance  

About Cleaning and Disinfecting for COVID-19  
 
Washington, D.C. – The Household & Commercial Products Association (HCPA) released the following statement 
after the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) updated its guidance for cleaning and disinfecting 
surfaces to protect against COVID-19.  
 
“As we know, SARS-CoV-2, the virus that causes COVID-19, is spread primarily through exposure to respiratory 
droplets and the risk of becoming infected through contact with a contaminated surface is low,” said Dr. Steve 
Bennett, Executive Vice President, Scientific & Regulatory Affairs, HCPA. “However, cleaning and disinfecting high-
touch surfaces and public areas should remain a priority if there has been a suspected or confirmed case of COVID-
19 to help mitigate the potential transmission of the virus – in addition to other protections, such as vaccination, 
masks, social distancing, and hand hygiene. 
 
Cleaning products are effective at removing dirt, soil, and stains, but have not been proven to kill viruses on 
surfaces – only disinfectants registered with the Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) can make those claims. In 
fact, only the disinfectants on the EPA’s List N have demonstrated efficacy against SARS-CoV-2.  
 
While cleaning is an important part of the COVID-19 response and can lower the risk of infection, cleaning alone 
will not eliminate the threat. If a consumer wants to be confident that they’ve killed the coronavirus on a surface, 
they need to use a disinfectant product.” 

 
### 

 
About HCPA 
 
The Household & Commercial Products Association (HCPA) is the premier trade association representing 
companies that manufacture and sell $180 billion annually of trusted and familiar products used for cleaning, 
protecting, maintaining, and disinfecting homes and commercial environments. HCPA member companies employ 
200,000 people in the U.S. whose work helps consumers and workers to create cleaner, healthier and more 
productive lives. 
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